"Cheese wire" fenestration of a chronic aortic dissection flap for endovascular repair of a contained aneurysm rupture.
A 70-year-old man presented with a contained aortic rupture above the aortic bifurcation in the setting of a chronic type B aortic dissection. The celiac and right iliac arteries were supplied by the false lumen, and the superior mesenteric, left iliac, and bilateral renal arteries were supplied by the true lumen. An open repair was not possible due to right-sided heart failure. The "cheese wire" maneuver is a technique used to fenestrate an intimal flap, alleviating malperfusion in aortic dissection. In our modification, a Glidewire (Terumo Medical, Somerset, NJ) was passed across the intimal flap using a Ross Modified Colapinto needle (Cook Medical, Bloomington, Ind) and pulled downward to shear through the membrane to the aortic bifurcation. The fenestration was followed by a unibody endograft stent repair across the contained rupture.